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Notes from Administration  

The LDH staff would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all members of our school community 
(students and parents ) who are working in essential services.  Thank you for your courage and ded-
ication in providing care for others, and in keeping services open for the larger public.    

 

We are currently entering week seven of the extended school closure.  We appreciate that everyone 
has had to adjust to a new online style of curriculum delivery, and that there are continuing inherent 
challenges associated with it.  Some of these issues include equity relating to access to technology, 
reduced levels of support for students with different learning profiles, and reduced ability to interact 
with students, and to know what is happening in their lives.  The Ottawa Carleton District School 
Board and LDH are trying to address these issues as best we can, but it is not a perfect system.  
These are some of the things that are continuing at LDH during the school closure: 

 

 Staff are collaborating together to share best practices on how to deliver curriculum online.  They 
are participating in Board workshops and implementing their new knowledge and skills into their 
curriculum delivery. 

 At both the Intermediate and Secondary levels, administration is staffing and timetabling for the 
2020-2021 school year.   

 Classroom teaching staff, educational assistants, special education teachers, guidance counse-
lors, ELL support teachers, our social worker, and school psychologist are all continuing to reach 
out to support different learners. 

 The LDH office staff continues to monitor and respond to the school’s phone lines, and to ad-
dress parent inquires. 

 

LDH remains committed to engaging in a slow and cautious approach to the new online learning 
model.  We are using the analogy of a shortened sports season.  Our focus will be on learning and 
feedback (lots of practice) with fewer evaluations (fewer games).  We will not be looking to duplicate 
the regular school day, or trying to cram three months of curriculum and evaluation into 3 hours 
blocks per week for the remainder of the year.  Teachers will prioritize the big ideas from the curricu-
lum, and embed those into a smaller number of evaluations before the end of the year, for the pur-
pose of preparing students for next year.  In terms of how final marks are going to be determined, 
the Ministry has announced that there will be no final exams this year.  The Board has given schools 
the guideline to use the weighting of evaluations to ensure what is in the student’s best interest.  We 
hope to be able share more specific guidelines with you concerning determining final marks in the 
near future.   

 



 

What can parents expect for the next two weeks (Intermediate)? 

 

 Ten hours of classwork per week per home form to be provided at the beginning of each 
week 

 Opportunities for students to get extra support or have questions answered from their teacher 
(This will take different forms depending on the teacher)  

 Maximum of one evaluation (work that can contribute towards a student’s final mark )  per 
week  (This does not mean that teachers will give evaluations every week)   

 

  What can parents expect for the next two weeks (Secondary)?   

 

 Three hours of work per class per week to be provided at the beginning of each week  

 Opportunities for students to get extra support or have questions answered from their teacher
(This will take different forms depending on the teacher) 

 Maximum of one evaluation (work that can contribute towards a student’s final mark) per 
week (This does not mean that teachers will give evaluations every week)  

 All students from grades 9-12 have been given an update on where they stand in their re-
spective courses.  Teachers have used a variety of different means to convey student pro-
gress.  If your son or daughter has not received this update, please contact the subject teach-
er. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions  

 

1. Has the Board made any decisions about Summer School?   

2020 Summer School Information and Registration is available now until June 12, 2020 on the 
LDHSS Student Services website. Due to COVID-19, Summer School will only be offered online 
this year and certain courses that have been offered in the past will be unavailable. Please con-
tact your Guidance Counsellor with any questions.  

 

2.  Will Reach Ahead credits be available this summer for students in Grade 8? 

Students who are in Grade 8 can enrol in a grade 9 Reach Ahead credit course. Courses are of-
fered over the summer and are online only. Check out the school website to find information on 
how to register.  Registration will open on Monday, May 4th 
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3. Does it really matter if students do the Learn At Home Work from April to June? 

 Yes it does. Some people think marks are the only thing that matter, but that’s not true.  What matters 
most is the learning. Teachers are working to ensure that students learn all the key concepts so that 
they will be ready for next year. Students will continue to be assigned tasks and assignments, receive 
feedback and levels for the work completed from April 6 through to the end of June. Engaging in this 
learning will help them to be ready for next year. 

 

4.  Can students improve marks? 

Yes. The report card mark will not be lower than the mark the student had on March 13th.  But the 
mark could be higher if the student is actively engaged in the Learn At Home work and improves 
achievement. This looks different for every class and student, but talk with the teacher for more infor-
mation about how your child can improve their marks. For secondary students, the student evidence 
record is one way that you may be able to see the evidence of your learning in the course both before 
and after March 13.   

 

5.   I am worried about my child failing a course, what should I do? 

If you child is struggling in a course, please share your concerns with the teacher.  If a secondary stu-
dent is at risk of not earning the credit, contact the guidance counsellor.  The guidance counsellor can 
support, help identify and solve problems, and connect you with additional supports such as credit res-
cue. Work on credit rescue is underway and will continue. Your teachers, guidance counsellors, stu-
dent success teachers and principals/vice-principals are all here to help and support you. 

 

6.  What will happen with graduation/commencement and leaving ceremonies? 

To ensure safety, all grade 12 commencement ceremonies will be delayed until Fall 2020, subject to 
public health direction at that time. For students in grades 6 or 8 who would normally have leaving cer-
emonies as they transition to a new school, plans will be developed to celebrate virtually in June.  As 
we move towards the end of the year, we will be seeking input on ideas and input on ways we 
can virtually celebrate the end of the school year.  

 

Parents and students are encouraged  to reach out to their subject teachers, guidance counsellors or 
administration if they have additional questions.   

 

The LDH staff would like to reach out to the students to let them know that we miss them.  Ms. Amy 
Kutyma (with some technical help from her daughter) put together a video for LDH students.  We miss 
you, and hope to see you soon.  Here is the link for the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U74BIrvS7iw 
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